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semiconductor elements or elements. It is of course well known to
package semiconductor elements, such as, for example, transistors

and resistors, in a semiconductor device. In the production of such a
semiconductor device, a plurality of transistors, etc. are formed on a
semiconductor wafer, and the wafer is cut or broken up to divide or

separate the semiconductor device into individual semiconductor
chips. Heretofore, the aforementioned semiconductor device (or

semiconductor chip) has been divided (or separated) into individual
semiconductor chips by means of a so-called dicing tape, a hole saw,

etc. For instance, referring to FIG. 4, a plurality of semiconductor
devices, each of which comprises a semiconductor element 12 and an
insulating film 13, are formed on a wafer or semiconductor substrate
11. Then, the wafer 11 is diced by means of a diamond disk 14 into
individual semiconductor chips. Recently, in the production of the

semiconductor device or semiconductor chips, the number of
elements per chip has been drastically increased, and the production
speed has been increased. Accordingly, the process of the fabrication

of the semiconductor device or semiconductor chips is greatly
influenced by the cutting margin for the semiconductor device or

semiconductor chips, and it is particularly important to improve the
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cutting margin. That is, as the number of elements per chip is
increased, a work of cutting the wafer and dicing the wafer is

complicated, and a sufficiently large processing margin must be
provided to a portion where no element 12 exists in order
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