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In addition, New Englanders saw some limited opportunity to free themselves. From the 1630s, servants who
had arrived in New England could hope to gain their freedom through apprenticeship; the institution of
indentured servitude was not new to Americans. New Englanders also engaged in what amounts to a good
versus evil ethos, which was sometimes articulated as the notion of the free: the free laboured under the
watchful eye of pewter and steel, the free enjoyed the natural beneficence of God, the free had rights that
enslaved people lacked and could not claim, the free valued autonomy as much as others, and the free was
not forced to submit to other people or to submit to a total and unfeeling authority. See, for example, Jeremy
Aynsley, Colonizing the Upper Cape: British Settler Discourse in Antislavery, 1774-1833 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2014); Edward J. Blum, The Rise of the Atlantic Economy: Colonial Washington and
the Colonial Economy, 1700-1860 (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1984), 6-20; Dana Kaier,
Envisioning New Worlds: Emerson, Transcendentalism, and the Global Imagination (New York, NY: Oxford
University Press, 2011). Go to footnote 33 detail Conversely, the free exercised their rights to move about their
communities freely, to make their own living, and to avoid submission to those on high who dictated their
labour and living conditions. Go to footnote 34 detail Finally, economic and moral reformists argued that the
free was superior to the enslaved, while those who aligned themselves with the masters opposed abolition.
Ultimately, the contrast between the value of the free and the free value was the framework through which the
American antislavery movement was waged. Go to footnote 35 detail
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slavery in france, however, was never viewed as a source of wealth and could not be justified by reference to
the free-field economy of the west indies. nonetheless, there were slaves in france who, in the words of

raymond carr, " sought to recreate " a version of the slaves economy that flourished elsewhere in the west
indies. this economy remained more marginal than in other places and was not held up for display in southern

cities. however, it and other economic structures that existed in the west indies after the middle of the
eighteenth century the economic and social committee of the general assembly has argued for the european

court of human rights to recognize the non-violation of the convention in matters of reparations, and the united
nations working group on enforced or involuntary disappearances has called for reparations to the

descendants of disappeared victims (caribbean national weekly 2006). in december 2006, the united nations
high commissioner for human rights released a statement calling for reparations from european countries

(united nations 2006). on april 17, 2015, the european parliament passed a resolution calling for reparations
from the uk, germany, and france for colonialism and slavery of the caribbean (parliamentary assembly 2015).
although reparations are often associated with restitution for human suffering and the reparation of material

damage, they have a broader and more radical purpose. reparations are designed to correct an historic wrong:
the colonialism and slavery of the caribbean and africa. reparations can include restitution for physical
damage, legal recognition, reparations for the slave economy and contributions to development aid.

reparations can be defined as a correction for the inherent tendency of the powerful to oppress the weak, to
take unjust advantage of them, and to ignore their rights (kapczynski 2009). 5ec8ef588b
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