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Signed as a masterpiece by Shrijit Gangopadhyay, Rajkahini runs as much on emotion as it
does on politics. The movie delves into the post partition upheaval of what was once East
Bengal (Bangladesh). Among the eleven 'girls' in the brothel, the most 'photogenic' is Mitr,
who's not a girl at all, but the son of the place's owner. She is Bimala, who's a passionate girl-
next-door type who stands for right. She is kept hidden so that her emotions are not held
against the brothel. Besides this, Begum Jaan is the only one of the lot who's willing to make
sacrifices for her profession. Mitr gets chased by the police and is brought to Begum Jaan,
who being in this profession, develops an affection for Mitr. Kajal (Pradipta Bhattacharya) is
the social reformist of the lot. He's their man. They've made a place where they are
independent of money, but also, by the rules of the trade, dependent on the customers.
Sukumar (Nil Jouni), a prominent local student leader, is afraid that Begum Jaan is going to
throw Mitr out, for this girl has become the weakness of the house. Santanu Mitra is the most
photogenic one, everyone enjoys watching her play around. She's Bimala. The rest of the girls
get their turn in the spotlight too. A few who stand out are Madhabi, Pravi, Aryan - and some
who's strange on their back just get it more (mitra). Some who follow the progress of the
movie are Pradipta Bhattacharya, Agar Kishore and Bipasha Basu, who plays Mitr's lover in
the movie. Should you like to watch the characters and the life of every person outside
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